The vifible Church. 


| she foriptares, 


bim be ienorant, 
| | myne errour 
werf.rg, All my fecret frends abhorred mee, 
- 
they Who I loved ave turned againit mee. 


|. Mat. 22, 29. Te are deceived, net knowing 
140 38, If any man be ignorant, lee 
hough thad indeederred 
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~The Author tothe Reader 


heer gentle Reader a short de~ 
feription of the new TeStament. 
which Wwasonce eitablished by the. 
blood af Chrift: after that the old 


@ Was difamalled: Remember that there be 


ts twofold: the forme of adminiftring the cove. 
‘fore the death of | Which cal 


led the and the‘forme of admi. 
Covenant fince the death of Chrift 


Which stalled the new Teftament or the king. 
dome of heaven, In this litle treatie the ordi- 
nances of Chrift for the difpenfing of the cove- 


1 ragged death are deftribed : read , con- 
fader , compare the truth here expreffed With 
the frame minifferie and of the af 

femblies of she land: and accordingly give fens 


tence , iudge righteous iudgement, and let pra- 
tife anfwerable to the truth follow thervpon: 


fear net the face of man, love not the World, 
be not deceaved With the shapes of Angelsof 
hight, 


| 


a = 


teflament by the blood of thar his 


| alwates a difference put betwixt the covenant , 
-of grace, and the mauner of dipenfing it, which 
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TheauthourtotheReader.’ =f 
light, caft away all preiudice againft the 
truth , remember that 
isa misterie of iniquity and that it becanne 

to Work early during the Apostles life, and’ 
fp grew by litle and litle to this firength Crex- 

altation, from it{hall decline by degrees 

eventil the man of (ynne be defireyed, whom 
the L, shall confume with the brightnes ofbis 
comming, for God which condemneth the whore 
of Babilon is 4 ftrone Lord: Farewell. 
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Principles 


_ concerning The vifible 
‘Church 


Man maybes of the vifible 
\ S59 church & no member of the ‘Catho- 
lique Church. Ioha 27. 12,Gen,4,11, 
23, Heb. 12, 17,2 Sam,7,15. 
pe A man may bea member of the Ca- 
| ea tholique church & no member of 
| the vifible church, 1 King,14, 13. Rey. 18, 4. Rom. 
41.4: King,19, 18, . 
The Catholique church is the company of the 
Ele&. Iohn 17; 20. & itisinvifible, Col. 1.20. 
The vifible church is a vifible communion of 
faints. .Mat,.18,12. Act-2,1, 41.42. 46, 8 1. 15. 
8 19.7,.1 Cor,t,2- Phil. 1,1, al which are to be 
accofinted faithful and eleét: Eph. 11,4. 11,13 
14. til they by obftinacy in fyn and apoftacy declare 
the contrary. 1 John, 19.2 Tim, 4. 10. & 
20. 2 Thel, 3, 14, 15-2 Tim.2,17,18--21. 
Tris one thing to be a Sainct , another thing to 
be ofthe vifible communion of Sainéts. 1 King. ty 


33+ compared with 2 Chron.1;,8--12- 


| 


ey Principles & inferences 


God & themfclves, freely to the holy things 


Church. Mat 1820, AB 4) 4,42,46. 
. The vifible church is the only religious focietie 


- The commonion of Saints is ey ther Invifible 


or vifible Eph. 18, 10. Heb;1,\ 4. Cor, 


313,9-- Ij. 


The iavifible c6- ¢ Chrift ¢1Cor Eph. 


comunidis with Ele 1 Cor,s3. 13 


Inyvifible communion with Chrift is by the (pi- 


rit and faith. Eph 3,77, & 4,4. and 2, 22. 
lavifible cOmuvid ¢ Men Hib, 1,14, 1 Cor, 


the Angels 13-234) | 
Men Ele& ¢ Dead Co'of.7,20. 


are Living Eleétliving are > called. 
Commupion with the El:& living is prayer pro- 
ceeding from love. fobs 17. 20. 


for them. that are vacalled that they may be cal- | 


led Rom 10,1. 
for chem tharare called that 
Col 


confir- 


Communion with the Ele@ Angels js The help of 


miniftery. Matsa? 10 Gen 28,12." 
g2.1.2. Plal 94,7. reverence of them 13. 


vnto them. 1 
A vifible commusion of Sain&s is ned, 


or moe Sainéts joyned together bi Covenant with 


of God, accodring to the word,for their mutual & 
Gification, Gods glory. Mat. 1? 10 Dewt. 
Prat 147,19 ‘Om 149,6-~9. 

This vifible communion’ of Sain&s isa vifible 


os God hath ord -yned for men on earth. /obn 1.4. 
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| concerning thevifible Church go 
| ReG.18.4. 2 Cer 6 16--18, 
_ All religious tocietics except that of a vifible 
churchare vnlawru!: as Abbayes, monafterics, 
Nunrics , Cathedral's,Collegiats, parifhes. 
5  Thevifiblechurchis Gods ordinace & a means 
% toworlhip god in. Eph.4 6.--6, Marc.t3. 34. 
Chrom.13.10.11. Heb.3.6. comparedwih Heb.8.3 
&37.2- 6. | 
1 Noreligous communion'to be had butwith > 
members ofavifible church 8. 17.20. 1Core 
2. AB. 2 Cor.6.16--18, Revd. ge 
Wharcfoever companie or communion of men 
do worfhip God, being not of the communion of 
@vifible church, Syane’ 2 Chron. 13.9.10. Mat.1$- 
9,1Cors an | 
The true sifible church is the narrow way that 
Jeadeth to life which fiw find Job. 14,6, Mat.7.14 
~— Other religious commnnions are the broad way 
that leadeth to dc ftruction which many fiud 
7.13. 4,12 | 4 
Gods word doth abfolurely defcribe vnto vs the 
only truc fhape of a true vifiblechurch Mare.1 3,34 
a Cor-12, 5. Heb.8 3,2 --6. ReG. 22.18, 19. 
Tim. 3,16 7. Rem 14.13. Heb 21,6 


4 aA } 


Thereis one only true fhape or portrayture ofa vit 


truc vifible church for there is onely one faithand 
cruthineverie thing. 1 Cort. 
40.73. loh. 17.17 | 
Formes,or fhapes,of vifible churches or religious 
} communions,to worfhip Godin or by , deviled by 
} men arintel!e@tuall Idols or mental Idolatry. 
Mat, 15,9. Chrom.1 9, 125336 
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concerning the vifible Church. 


Vifible Churches or religious cémunions con- '# 
ftiruted according to the forged devife oi men are 


reall Idols, and to joynetothem and to worthip 
God in them is wy 9 to Idols, or to worthip 
Godin orby Idols. by 

Vifible chanced or religious communious are 


either true or falle. ob. 14.6. Pfal.ss9.128. 2 Chre.. 


43.8.--12. Eph. 4, 45,6. 
True viftble churches are {uch as have thet 


effentiall cauffes and properties, which Gods word | 


afcribeth to the true vifible Church, from the de- 


finition. Falfechurchesarethecontrary tothe | 


true. by proportion, 


confequét from the former i 


To a true vifibleChurch are requifite three 


things . 1, True matter. 2. ruc’ forme. 3. true 
propertics.. 


King.5.17 .copared with 1 Pet. 2,5, Levit, 


of | true vifible Church are 
Saints. Bred. 22. 9.10.15 .--21.copared with Rev. 


11. tote. 13.43.44. compared with Rev.18.2.1 Pet, — 


2. 9. Deut, 14,2; Romi, 7.1 Cort. 2. Eph.s,1. 


4.4.1 Pet 1.2. Heb. 3.1. 
__. Sainés are men feperared from all knowne fyt 
practifing the whol will of God knowne vnto thé, 


- 


Col.t,2- 11--13. Rom.1,7, 4nd 6.2.13 .22. gro- 


Wing ingrace and knowledg. 
nuing tothe end /cb.2.19. 


The true form of a crue vifible Church is partly , 


joward, partlyoutward. 
The inward part ofche forme cbfifteth in 3. things | 
g. the Spirit. 2. Faith. 3. love. 


Spin animating the whol | 


2 Pet. 3-48. Contr 
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Principlesand infernces 


| Faith yniteth the mébers of the body to the head 


Chrift: Eph. z.17.& 4.13.15-8 


Love vnireth the members ofthe body each 
coother, Eph.s. 20.21 ¢t 4.16, 3-Col.3,14. 19 
=The outward part of che crue forme of the true 

vifible churchis- vowe.promife, oath,or cove- 


nant betwixt God andche Saints ; by proportion 


from the inward forme: fee alio Gen. 17.1.2. and 
zg. 1%. Deut. 29. 2-9--23-2 Chron, 29, 10, & 374 
30-32. 179.706. Nehem. 9.38, & 1¢,29-2 
Cor. 12,25,26, Rom,12. 5. 75,16. Mat, 78,759,177 
| «This covenant hath 2. parts. 2. refpecting God 
andthe faithful. 2. re{peéting the faithful mutu- 
ally. Mat. 78.20. 
Fhe firft part of the covenantrefpeCting God is 
eitherfré6 Godto the faithful, .or fr6 the faithful 
to.God 2Cor.6.16 
From God to the faithfull, Mat.22.9 2. the fum 
4) wherotis expreffed 2 Cor.6.46. I wilbe their God. 
Tobe God to the faithful is give Chrift. 2. 


with Chrift al things els. Efay. 9.6.1 Tim. 4.8.2 


Pet. 1.7, Rom 8.92. Cor. 2, 2t--27 
From the faithful to God 2 Cor. 6, 16. the fame 
whereofis to be Gods people, _ that is to obey al 
the commandements of God. Deut.29,9 - 
of the covenant refpedting the 
faithful mutually 
whatloever. Levit 19,17, Mat. 78, 15,76, 2 Thef.s 
84. Mat, 28.3918 Thef. 3.14. 15+ Hed.3. 13. 18 


dy. Ephe.4. 4. 1 Cor. 12. 4- 11-13: 7--10.1 Cor.6 


conreyneth all the duties of love 


~The 
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12.‘ Principles and inferences 

The true properties ofa true Church vifible are 
two. 1.communion in al the holy things of God: 

2, the powsrofour Lord Ielus Chnift. Job. 2. 3 
Cor.30.16. §.4.5- Mat. 1§.20.Efay ss. 3. Aa, 
53-34: 

The holy things of God are 1. Chrift. 2, bene. | 
fits by Chrift. Rom, £. 32. 

The true church hath title, poffeffion; and rfe of 
Chrift . E/a. 9.6. Song 2.16, Mat.18.20. 1 
23.Eph.s,30 

“The benefits which the true Church hath by 
Chrift are the meancs of 
44.4.2 Pet. 33. 
The mcanes of falvation are: the word, Sacra 
Ments , prayers ,Cenfures , and the ordinances of | 
for the difpenfing of them all. 
11, 9,40. Mat.18 .1§.--17. AG 2.42.4 Gor. 
Mat. 28.19. Pfal. 149.6-9 
Almes are the works of mercy yeelded to the 
Saines in diftrefle. 44.2 44.45.07 5.4. Mat. ase 
94--40. Heb. 13. 1--3.1 Tim 3.2. | 
The power of the L.lefus Chrift givé to the church 
hath uiree parts. 


a 


receave in Ioh. 10, 3, Acts 9. 36 
27.07 18, 27.07 6.5 


vir-powre to J 2. preferve & keep within tha | 


19.1 
to caftout 
~The true’ church hath powre to receive 
1. Mémbers into communion, 44:2,41.4nd 


| 
Li | The 


the tiithoid his 1 Cor. 14,30,40 
| 


concerning thevifible Church. 133 
- ‘The way or dore wiberey both membets and of- 
ficers enter in is Chrilt,. thatis the way taught by 


Chriftin his word. 406.1 4.6. @ 10. 3,7, 9.and17.17 


The way of receaving in of members is fayth tef- 
tified byobedience, 44.8. 36,37, Mat.3.6 Luk, 


Fayth is the knowledg of the doétrine of falvatié 
by Chrift.. Cor. 12.9. Gal.z,2 
_ Obedience isa godly, righteous and fober life. 


Zit. 2.11.12. Rom 1,5 


Members thus receavedintocommunion areof 
twoforts. Prophets 2. private perfons Cor. 
“2424, 1 SAM, 19.20.--23 | 

Prophets are men endued with gifts aptto ve- 
ter matter fic to edification, exhortation, and con- 
folation. 1 Cor.14,3, 44.13,1, 

Thefe perfons muft _firft be appointed to this 
exerciie by thechurch Cor.14,40, 44.1341 

The Prophetscare muftbetoprophecy accor- _ 
ding to the proportié of faith. Cor.14,26 | 


. _ Let the Prophets fpeak two or three and let the 


reftjudge Cor.14,29 | 
Ifany thing be revealed to him chat fitteth by 


All that have giftsmay be admitted to prophe- 
Cy 1 Cor. 44.31, 


Private perfons are 1 men 2. weomen 


Private men prefeat at the exercifeof prophecy | 


may modeftiy propound their doubts which are to 
be refolved by the prephets : Luk, 2,46 ,47,1 Samm, 
CO 14539 | 
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14 Principles & inferences 


church in tyme of prophecy. 1 Cor.14.34.1 Tim.2, | 
Revel.2,20.. 

If women doubt ofany thing delivered i in | 
of prophecy and are willing to learn, they m 


ask 


Weomen are not permitted to {peak in the 


a 
n 


them thatcan teach them in private, as their huf ¥ a 


bands at home if they be faithful, or fome other of | 
the church. 7 Gor. Tim. 2,72. 

To this exercife of prophecy. may be | 
wnbeleevers or they that are-without. Cor. 


2,651}. 


The exercifeof prophecy , and reaching of 


the word by them that are fent, is that ordinary | 


meanes God hath appointed to convert men.i Cer. 


24-25, Rom.10,14,15. 


They are fent by God to présch whé the church | 


 fendeth. 44.13,2--4. & 


Ifany man be converted by other meanes vee is 


14,13-C 19,18. Rom. Rev.18 , 4. 
Theway of receiving officers into officeis, E- 
le&tion, 2Approbation, 3 Ordination: which 


muft be performed with fafting & prayer. 44,6, 5. 


14,237.41 Tim. 3,10. 522.8 4:14. Tit 


The perfon to be admitted into office muft firft 


‘bea méber of that vifible church whence he hath 
his calling. 127,22. 6,3---5. 18,27,28% | 


Eleion | 


not ordinarie. Rom,10.14,1 $. tohn 4,3 9. | 


Therfore they that are converted in falfe chars 
ches are not converted by ordinary meanes. 7 Kim : 


i 
| 


coucerning avifible church 35 
Eleétié is by moft voyces of the members of the 


© Church in ful communion. 44.6,5. 7 14, 23. 


Quzre: whether weomen, fervants, & children. 
admitted into ful communion, yet vnderage may 
not give voyce in Elections, excommunications, 
and other publique affaires of the church.s Pet.3,7 
4,4, 1 Tim.s,9,10° Num. 30, 5--10--16. 1 Cor, 


{ 14,324- Gen.3 16.1 Cor.s1,3,10. Gen.s8,1 9. 4. 


Is. | 
Approbation is the examining & findi ng the of- 
ficer eleét to be according to the rules of his office. 
Tim 3.10.8 6,3. | 
In approbation every member is bound to ob- 


ject what he can efpecially they that denyed theyr 


voyces. A415, 377,38. 1Tim.3,2. 3,10, AG.6,3. 

- Approbation mutt be after election , leaft with- 
out caule the infirmities of the brethren be difco- 
vered: for there are faults difabling men to offices 
which do not difable them to be members of the | 
church. Exec 44,9--15. A@.15,37.28. Mat. 18. 


22, compared with Prov.10,12. 1 Pet.4,é. 


Ifthe things objected bear weight againft the — 
officer the election is voyd & they muft pro- 


ceed to the choileof another, 1 Tim. 3,4,5. 5. 


11. AB.15,37.39. Exec. 4.10.2 King.23,9. 
Defeéts or faults that caft memout of office, are . 


fafficient to hinder men from entring into office: 
byproportion. | 


"If the things objected be frivolous the election 


approved. Tim,?,10. and they that diflentedar 


to confent to the reft tharfo the whol church may 


agree in one perfon. 1 Cor,r,10, Eph’, 4, 3. compared 


with AB .1,26, | If the 
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16 Principlesandinferences 
If the parties objedting diflene wishourag 
approved reafon ,they are to be refo.med by com 
fure «1 Cor. 
Ordination is the dedication of the officer thas 
approved to his office Exed.29,44 40,1216; 
Nomb.2 6,15. Heb.5.4,5. Mat 3,13,--17,AA 19.344 y 
aTim. 4,14, Heb.6,2. Ordination bath 3. parts, 
 Thefirftisthe powre which the charch cémies 
teth to the offcerapproved: toacmrmufter accor 
ding to his office. /ob.r0 21--2 3. | 
pared with Exod. 291,38, Nomb.§ 10.11 AGG, 
14.23, 20.38,1 Tim. 2,14.2.Tim 1,6 14 
 The2z. is prayer made by the whole church for 
the officer invefted with this powre that he may (9 
faythfully admunifter : 44. 6,6; 14:23 
The 3. isa charge given to the ofhicer thus 
mitted tc look vnto his office in all the parts thers 
off Mat. 28.18 19,1 Tim, 5, 21,1 Pet.5,1,2.1 Tm, 
The ceremonie vied by che Apoftles in ordina- 
tion isimpofition of hands : which «eremon y firft. 
ofall was vfed tn the old teftament Nomb.8,70.thé | 
inthenew: by Chriftin praying for children Mar. 
by Godthe Father in ordeyning Chrift 
office of Mediatour,Zwk, 3.22.22 by Chriftinar- 
Geyningthe Apoftles, act. 2,3,4, 1.4.4, by J 
the Apofiles in giving the holy Ghoft act. 5-17 
inordeyning Evangelifts 2 Tim, 1.6, and in ondty- 
Ming ordinarie Mirifters: Act.¢, 6, andi4, 23. bY 
Elderfhip orchurhin Grdeyning officers 
| Tom, 444, by the Evangelfis in 


| 
| 


«* 


concerning thevifible chutch. fF 
rT em, Tst.135. fo may lawfully be 
ereyned and vfed in the church ftil. Heb, 6.2. 
The vie.of impofition ef hands is twofold. | 
» Firht 2a poynt out the officer in tyme of prayet 
ade for him, as if it fhauld be fayd; this is the ma 
y proportion from 1 Sam. t¢,24; Mat.3,17. 
Secondly to fignifie and to affure the officer to 
e ordéyned that the Lord by the church giveth 
Bim powercoadmunilter, 44.12,3,4. 20,22. Lol 
* Ordination and fo impofition of hands apper- 
neth toa the whole church as doth election and 
Bprobation. 47. 12,9, Nerd, 9,10. yet fororder 
the fitreft members Jay.on hands and perform 
che particulars of ordination for & in the 
neofthe 40. compared 
Num.f, 9,10. 3,395 4, and 
he ficeeft perfons are Elders when the church 
.2 Tim.¢,14. when the wan- 
meth Elders men of sits appointed by che 
| hus. after che apoftacy of Antichrift 
Minifteric in the church. Revel. 18 54; 
Bethe officers of the crue vifible church thus ad- 
ted arethen to adminifter faithfully. gs 
Wie he officers of the crue vifible church are al ab- 
oh tely defcribedin the word of God. Heb. 3,2,5- 
officers ar of two forts: Bifhops, + Deas 


. 


| 
| 
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_aficers: viz.the Paftor, Teacher ,Governouts.s7 


\Althe Bithops deal by office in the governm 


Principles & inferences. 
The Bifhops are alfo called Eldergor Pre 
The Bifhops or Elders joyntly together are @ 
led the Elderfhip or Presbyterie. 1 Ts 4,14 
Sep compared. 
The Elderthip confifteth of ‘3 forts of perfonse 
Al the Elders ox Bbs.muft be apt to ceach. 
g.2. Tst.1,9- | ? 
Paftor isa Bifhop excellirg in the word @ 
wildom or exhortadon : Rom.12,8. 1 Cor. 72,8, 
iscalled the Angel of the church Rev.2. @ 3, 
The Teacher is a Bifhop excelling in ‘the 
“of knowledge or doG&irine. Rem.12, 7. 2 
The Governour is a Bifhop excelling inthe 
ig of wife government. 1 5,77. Rom.12,8 
The Paftor and Teacher have alfo power toalm 
minifter the Sacraments. Ephe/: 


™ 


ofthe church, 4 Tim. 5,17. & are converfanrabouan 
the foule and fpiritual parte: 8. 96. 2 Cor. 
The Deacons’ are officers occupied about 
‘works of mércy refpecting the body or 
The Deacons ar 1.men 2. or wecmen 
OF Widowes: 
Men Deacons colle and diftribute with fimplay 
city the churches ‘treafury according to the chur 
“hes necefiities, & the Saindts occafions. Rom. 
8. 2 Cor.26,2.3. 
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the vifible Church 10 
The churchestreafurie is filver gold or. money 
Pebolr freely given by the members of the vifible 
church tor the common good 27. tote. 2 Kump. 
43.4--16, Cute 2 Cor.$,2--8. 
The churches treafunie is holy. Mat 27,6. Luke 
Que2re. | 
None of thofe that are without may caft of their 
goodsinto the treaturie Icftthe weatury be pollu- 
2 Cor.8,4. 6,17--1 9. Quere. 
Nothing thatis gorcen by fraud, violence, or 
| Many wicked meanes, may be caft into’ rhe churches 
Dewt.2 3,18. Micah 1,7. Efa-6 6,3. 
ome =Thewvfeofthe churches ereaturie is peculiarto 
#eehe Saints: and ieconfitteth in provifion for holy 
or holv perfons. Dat: Exod, 3%. 
30% «6Holy things: as bread: and wine for the Lords 
upper, places and inftruments, ferviceable to ho- 
vies 5,258. Mat.27.7. per Cemtrarium, 
Holy perfous: 2s the mainrenanceof church offis 
olmcersand the poor brethren eyther ef that partitu- 
o,gempar Vifible church or of any other true church. 1 Cor 
964-14 1 Tim.s 77,18. 
am lathe neceflicie of the church :f they that are 
a ithout beftow any thing vpé the Saints they may 
eceive and vicie with  shankfgiving. 1 Cor. 10,2 Se 
26% 

be-manifelted by eviderice thse the soods 
them.that are without offeredto she Saints be 
trealures.of wickednes, the Samts ar not to 
and yfe them to ayoyd Cor. 
Si. Ba a Weomea 


2° » Principles Sinfetencegs 
‘Weomen deacons or widowes ate of 60 yeerés of 
qualified according to the Apoftles rule.r 
tcleeving the bodily infienticies df the Saind 
Hitherto of the churches power of ving int 
Bow followeth the churches powre of preferving 
The powrevof preferving swiehin is manifefted 
by the-heedful vie ofl the holy things of God by 
the whole by everyamembet 
perucularly, Maret Heb, 3 The. 
The Paftorsicheef endeavour muftibe to make 
thechurch zealous and obedient, 
| Apoe. 2;1'9, tiem. 
Teachers cheetcare mtifttbe to preferve che 
hutch from ignorance ani error 1Cor.13, 


& 


of the governours confiftedts iq 
prelerving peace and order inthe church, 


Deacons cheef care bethae none’of 
~ Saindts want bodily and chat: dna 
Provifion be wade for holy rhings-& perfons, Reman 
> Phe widawes cheefosice iste vifice and 
the widow, fachierlefle. fick Laine blind, imporenty| 
Weomen with thembers of tha} 
ET Rom:11.2; Mat.s 9; 3 4004 
of che Elderthip mist be co order] dia | 
6c moderate thé publiquesctids of hhechurch3 
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concerning he vidble church 

prophets cheef care muft be te: 
doubrs, difhculcies,and dark places, to give true 
expofirions,tranflations reconciliations 

-  Theoffice of the paftor and teacher in the 


| mattergout of the word: Sam.r 9.20, 
Thecareof the whole church joyntly muft be 
i co keep her powre given her by Chrift , and not to 
fuffer any open known fyane, or any tyranny-or 
méber mufi be co watch 
ox his'brother Aferc: 371 He in 
antoshers burden Gal. Gor: 10,2 4.28529, 
the: wnruly comforting the feeble 
myndeds 1 5.04. admonithing' the excom- 
municace. 2 them that 
| Meee (pecial care' be had of admonition. 
Admonition mutt be admiaifited. prayer 

Prayéris needful msy pleafe God give | 
his bleffing to the admenidion adminiftred. Mar. 
» eve muft be manifefted to theoffenderdhathe 
may be che bereer wonne, Eph. | 


= 


cife of prophecicis to moderate and derermine alf 
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Private is either. folitarie or before wid 
neiles, ibidem. 23 
Privare admonition is verkermed by one parti 
cular brother offended, to another brother offen 
ding, and thatio fecret. | 
Eheadmonifher mutt nor tel the faule of che: of. 
fender. to anather, buchimielf mutt the 
offender. Pet. 4.8 Provi25- 96. 
the offender repent vppv admonit the 
faulk muft be covered Pro. itpot: che adme- 
niiher muft proceed to the fecéd, degree of admo- | 
nitiod: viz, ro admonith the offender, wits 
The ftreft witneffes mnt be chofer. 1 Kong.21, 
40.29. the fiecett wit- 
nefles forthe moftipart ar che Elders, who foraheiz 
Wifdé 8 aurhority ca beit (way with che delinguéts 
che offender repent: before 
the offender admonifhed: before wirneffe de. 
ny the fa&, then proteftatiéd or an oth of God mult. § 
Though the.admonifher know the 
and the offender deny the fact before witnefle,. yer 
theadmonifherss nocto forfake the offenders, 
munion. 5,941.09 17.26. nor withitanding: he’ 
mutt flil leek to bring him co. repétace 
offender acknowledg the fact and repene 
naty\the admoniiber.and witoeffes mult bring then} 
Miatter to the church. Mat. 18,17. q 
matter to church if the El- 


] | 
| 
| 
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concerningthevifible church. 23. 
ders be not already intereffed in thecaufe, iris 
eetto'vfe the advile ‘and helpof the Elderthip 
who are fitteft to deal in al pubique bufynefics. 
OF. 935 4°, 1 Tim. 

The*matter being befote the Church the offen 
der is to be dealt with by al pofiifible means, chae 
come to repentance , as by acmonirion, 
by threat’, by intreatie, ‘by prayer for him &c, 
ne 
If the offender repent vpon the C admo- 
spition he is ftil to be'continued, and accounted a 
brother) 2. Cor..3, 6. 12, 77. 

Thusthe church 8 alithe members thereof thal 
paré within, & their c6muuid 

wets 22-1 Cor. 6,20. 
inereafewith the encreafing of 
all the degree: ~fadmonition muft be admini. 

gtred vponithe offender before the Church have a+ 
Py communion 28 Cor, 

Tim 5,22. Levitia 9,17. Matian'3 9. 
it ami fee his brother fyone, and sdmorifh him 
Bpot, buciuffer his fyane vnreprovedhe is defiled 
_ blotaws 
«In folitarie admonitios) oif she adihoniflier fay 
firft degree of admonitany the offcuder not 
nung bets defiled with the lynne: 
in agmonitié betore witnefie it the admomfhers 
& Ray inthe; fecotid »degreé af admondon 
mathe offe 


ith 


rf. 
he 


«< 


syare defiled with 
i ei she: 
hob 
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whole chtirehis defiled and 
No communion can be-had with, nor no Jo) | 


and yethold him ftil in communion, thé the wholgl 


| keowne corruptions after. due proceeding feper 


gate from a défiled. 


Principlés 
before the church if the ¢ 


aC 


and bring 


to repent: but leave him to 


charchis defiled: & fo thatis verified ,alitele 


Ifa Ginna be publiqnely koowne' ina church 
if more fynnes be openly known.and fuffred: a 


to,a church thus leavened without 
Theteforeifthe church willpat 


‘sion bemade from it 
Therfore may be made from 


churches fot mcorri ble:corruptions, and.to fey 


thats i ible, 
not vo forigke thecommunion of holy things, 
the pollution and prophanation of holy things. 
for the fecond part of che 
and of within. 
re DLAC 
which 
of members out of 
Cores Thef-9,6,14. 1 Taito. 


The canfeof cafting officers oie ae 


Apoltacy is when che oficezs dal fall to open 
dolacrie 


‘ . 
ga 
a 
} 
a 
ii 
jee” 
| | 


htirch. 
Atheifme, herefy, of other fins ¢ quipol,. 
Ment of the firft or fecond table: by 
| dr atone from 2 1 T1m.3,2. 
We The officer ypon repentance after apoftacy or fyo 
t7mequipollent therto may be reteyne¢ member 
the church, bur not as an ofheer. 44,121 


Dibilidei is eyther age or fickaes,or may- 
| of age is when nolon- 
per by reafon of old. age .difchardg the, works of 
office: then he may reteyn his dignity Scoughs 
» befionored of al. 26. Phslemon. 9; 
Difabilicy by ficknes as frenzie, Madnes, Melan, 
mayming as lofle of the tong inthe 
aftor'or teacher oF by. any other infirmicie 
diGabliaghim to the actions of his offices Lev.274 
2.4. compared with 1 6-9... 
Whither an officer may: refiifean, office 1m- 
 Quare whether ma y fulfer her offi- 
cers to betranflated fr6 -her {elf co. 
pou any ground, A413 
ie yea though it be-granred thacthe have members 
Be as fic for offices as her officers are in prefeat :-yea, 
thougitthe life of the officer 
9,25 Mat.10,23.1 King 1834.0 
Onis only onc+ 


i 
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26 
out repentance and. confeffion after due convi 
Mat 17: 166 31,373. 

Due conviction is the difcovery of the by 

manifett evidence ob 1.954: 92, 12,17. HA 

Manifeft evidence is of the 
nes of the fatt. - 

The factis by confeties of 
partie that committed the fact : or by 
witnefle, Mat.a6 Deut.19,1 5. 

‘‘Quere, Whether the teftimony of them that arell 
without isfufficientor no. 

The finfulnes of the fa@ is evident ehhet 
ret criprare, or by neceffarie 
the fcriprure: Mat 44. 

Due conviction 1s perceyved two 
the delioquents 
the confcience of them that have 

-Obftinacy-in fyn ts of confefing 
7: 

die benorevidiens but donbrful:and 
controverfit communion mutt be »preferved 
peaceablie; norwithftanding erfirie of 
that dicrin judgment are eyther 
orweak. 
The maft not may nreyn th 
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concerning thevifibleChurch. 27 
aud burden. Rem.1 14-453. 7 Cor, 
bye The weakmiuft norcenfure or judg the {trong as 
linquents,’but meckly defire infttaction and 
* 
muft men walk in diverfity of opinion 
which ume, all meomoft carefully fearch 
the trueth, and labor for information. Cer. 
2 Peter 2.18. Phi 3.15. lamers 16 
eet he powre givé the Church forcafting out obfti- 
t are covidted offenders isthe powre of excommu- 
ij cation Gori 20. 4.55 45. T 9,1. 20. 
0 Quere, Whether delivering, to Satan be:not 
ypepnreyn not fomebodily punifhment inflicted vp- 
the offenden fee AA, 5, Cor. 
Excommunication isthe depriving of the offens 
seer of the.wifible communion of Saints,and the be- 


¥ = 


‘ 


rej | 
fit ofall che holy things of God,given ro the 
Cor. 5,4. 5.47 Thef3 6,1 


Quare, “Whesher feperating withdrawing tur- 
‘Wing away fromfalfe wicked be 
fame with excommunication . 2 Thef 3. 
om. 6.. 2s Mat 1827.1 Cor.s. 
Excommunication ducly adminiftredis ratified 
confirmed jaheavens Mat. 18,18. 20.23, 
Therefore the partie excommunicate isin. the. 
ofSachan;, and out of the Lords proteftion 
blefing |,» being deprived ofall the publique. 
of falvation. Mar. 12517. 1 Cer. 


| 


| 


2$ . Principles and inferences 
Inexcommunication confider two thiugs : 
_ the decreing of it which muft be done by the wh 
church, 1. Cor. 5. ¢. wherein the church muft pry 
ceedas.in approving her officers.Secondly the pr 
nouncing of escommunication which mutt be pe 
formed by the fitreft perfon deputed thertoby dy 
Church. 1 Cor. 14.40. 
.. The endof excommunicatié i is nor the deftrugg 
tion of the offenders » but.che mortification of hii 
fyode , and the falvation of his foule. Cor. 5. 
The partie excommunicate is not to be 
ted as an enemy , bur 
4 
The members of ¢ areto:avoidall rif 
giousand civil communion with ham rhatis 
sounicate Cer" 5, 73,5) that 
jects, fervants , childeren parents, wife or husbangi, 
&c. tharare bound to him may performe civil ang, 
Batuirall: him. 2 Cor. 7. 5. and 


~The partie excommunicate vpon repentance 
tobe admitted againe into the of 
wifible Church., 2 Cor, 2. 6-f. yet foas that chee 
Church alwayeshave'an efpeciall eye to him , 
Being 2: -fulpitious perfon that «dusitdefpife. 


18,07. Exech. 44. 1m, va Pet, a. 
Beh. 10,26. by proportion... 
Whether an officer exc 

@mrepentance may be agay 0 admitted into 


and Whether muft he havc néw vocation by ¢ 
en approbation , ordination yeaornay? 


vilible Church walking in this bely. od 
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concerning the vifiible church. 
Math in icthe prefence & protection of Chrift. 
5:6. Mat. 20, 18. 20. | 
Torchis vifible Church mutt al forts of perions 
that defire to be faved . 44, 4,12,Mat. 7,73. 
True vifible churches are oftwo forts: firftpure 
her no open knowne fyone is fuffred Rev. 2.7-- 
3.8-11. fecond corrupt, wherin fome one or 
open knowne [yn is tolerated. Rev. 7.1.-6, 
20022, 
BTrue vifible Churches are fo farforth good as 
agree to the paterne’of the word: Heb. &.5, 
Every true vifible Church ‘hath titlé' to whole 
and althe things of God. Efe, ». 6, 7 
WEEE very ttue vifible Church is of equal’ powre 
Meh all other. vifible Churches. Apoc, cap.2, 3. 
and hath to reforme al abufes with- 
{elf 7.Cor.rt.2. 77. Which’ powre is fpirtuall as 
irifts kingdome not worldly, bodily, norcar- 
The ereCting of vifible Churches apperteyneth 
rinces and privare perfons . 
rinces matt erect them in their dominions & 
mand all their them, be- 
ng prepared aod ficred thereo. 2. Chron.29. 


Private perfons feparating from all fynne, and 
Ping tozether to obey Chrift their king, prieft 
they are bound, are atracvifible 


i ’ ch, & hauc a Charter given them of Chrift 


| | 


Principles & inferences 
being burtwoor three. Mst.if,20. 449 
z9,20. Heb.11.34. andfurther powre then £0, 
forme themfelves they have none. 

_ Everyman is bound jo confcience to be amen 
ber offome vifible church eftablithed i into this ¢ 
order. Mat 7,13, Rev 14,4. 

_  Becaule every mais bound tq obey Chrithi it 
his kisgdome and Apiritual regiment and no oth 
Lak 19314527. and the cruc vifibe church is CI 
kingdome and hoiffe Marc. 73,24. with Luks 
27.. 44,1: 3. 

Therforehey thar are not members of this 
ble church are no fubjeéts of Chrifts. kingde 

This true vifible church i is called Chrift. 1 Gy 
42.72. 

. Thus much concerning the true 

falfe church or the church of Anuchnlt follow 
to be confidered, 

whatfoever thing is congrarieto this order of the 
vifibie church is Aatichriftian. by notation of th 
compared with Cor.r2,72. 

,  Whofoever taketh vpé him to ere&taew fare 

oO fhapes of vifible churches and co appoint ¢ 

Officers, lawes, minifterie, worfhip , or commu 

_.@nin.the church is Antichritt. 

Revel.2 32.16 

Whofoever veeldeth orfubmiteeth to any 
ther confticution,lawes, officers miniftery or Wo 
Ship then that of Chrifts is the 
or fervant of Antichrift, by neceflary céfequit 
from theformer.@ Rom.6,16. 

cannot be borh the fervant of Chri 

af Ansichritt 
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The Author entreateth the gentle Reader 
wot toravilor Yorangle at the of this 
prefent Treatile , nor to traduce or calumniate 
bis perfan in [ecret but by Woriting to difiover 
B she ervors-thereof, which he defireth may be 
manifefied tohim , remembring that therein 
B he shal perform a charitable York : for he that 
a finner from going astray out of 
bis Way shal 4 fowle death , shal 
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